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a man [ ever found
I call wretched a

collectors and shop

This, however, 1
fearn to stand and
to fly by flying!

With rope-ladde
up high masts:
happiness —

to flicker like lit

All my progress

learn how to answ

way’. For the way

lying on the bed

ing, creeping,

15 A parting sho
14: 6), bringing to

And I do not want to stay and dwell w.
taste — I would rather live among thieves and
More offensive to me,

tamer of beasts: T would build no taberna
T also call wretched those who always h

Truly, T too have tearned to wait, T have
to wait for myself. And above all T have learned to stan

to jump and to climb and to dance.

to sit upon high masts of knowle

comfort to castaway sailors and the shipwrec

I came to my tr
ladder that I climbed to the height where my
And I have asked the way only unwillingly
have rather questioned and attempted the ways themselves.

not good taste, not bad taste, but my taste, which

I am no longer ashamed.
“This — is now sy way: where is yours?’ Thus [

Thus spoke Zarathusta.

One morning, not long after his return to the
bed like a madman, cried with a terrible voice,

a way that his animals came to him in terror and from
in the neighbourhood of Zarathustra’s cave all the creatu
jum
Zarathustra, however, spoke these words:

1v THUS SPOXE ZARATHUSTRA (1883-5)

here everyone spews and spits: that is now sy
perjurers. No one bears gold in his mouth.
however, are all lickspittles; and the most offensive beast of
¢ would not love, yet wanted to live by love.
choice: to become an evil beast or an evil
cles among these men.

ave to wait — they offend my taste: all tax-
her keepers of Jands and shops.

learned it from the very heart, but only
d and to walk and to run and

I baptized Parasite: i
1l who have only one

keepers and kings and ot

ants to learn to fly one day must first

s my teaching: He who w
you cannot learn

to walk and to run and to climb and to dance —
any a window, with agile legs I climbed
dge seemed to me no small

s I learned to climb to m

de flames upon high masts: a little light, to be sure, but yet a great
ked!

diverse ways: it was not upoil 2 single
eyes survey my distances.
— that has always offende

uth by diverse paths and m

d my taste!

has been an attempting and a questioning — and truly, one has to

er such questioning! That however - is to my taste:
I no longer conceal and of ¥

answered those who asked m

— does not exist!™®

The Convalescent

1

cave, Zarathustra sprang up
and behaved as if someone &
athustra’s voice rang ot
1 all the caves and hidi
res shipped away, flying
or wing each had b

and would not rise from it; and Zar:

ping, according to the kind of foot

t at the Jesus who proclaims “T am the way, the truth and th
an end a sustained anti-Christian chapter.




PART TIIL 283

b'sfs'mal thought, up from my depths! T am your cockerel and dawn, sleepy

1 up! My voice shall soon crow you awake!

“the fetters of your ears: listen! For I want to hear you
de _e._nough to make even the graves listen!

~wipe the sleep and all the dimness and blindness from your eyes! Hear me with
.5, too: my voice is 2 medicine even for those born blind.

ce you are awake you shall stay awake for ever, It is not ny way to awaken
others from sleep in order to bid them — go back to sleep!™

andm
. you moving, stretching, rattling? Up! Up! You shall not rattle, you shall — speak

“Zarathustra the Godless calls youl .
he advocate of life, the advocate of suffering, the advocate of the,

! Up! Up! Here is

1o me!
.-_I_;;éﬂ;}'ﬂ@u tra, t vacate |
1oL 1 call you, my most abysmal thought!

‘Ah! you are conung — hear you! My abyss speaks, | have turnied my ultimate depth
..'f___—.—"—"”'.m"Tmm“’;"" s e e I S e T WL cmiane t e Tl
jnto:the hg}}.ﬁ;w.‘

Al Co;xjaghl}gg

Al Come 1eH
ust — wo¢e 15 M.
gust = WS 15 107,

el Give me your hand — ha! don’t! Ha, ha! — Disgust, disgust, dis-

2 ‘

however, when he fell down like a dead

Hardly had Zarathustra spoken these words,
came to him-

man and remained like a dead man for a long time. But when he again
«lf, he was pale and trembling and remained lying down and for a long time would
neither eat nor drink. This condition lasted seven days; bis animals, however, did not
leave him by day or night, except that the eagle flew off to fetch food. And whatever
he had collected and fetched he laid upon Zarathustra’s bed: so that at last Zarathustra
lay among yellow and red berries, grapes, 108y apples, sweet-smelling hetbs and pine-
cones. At his feet, however, two lambs were spread, which the eagle had, with difficulty,

carried off from their shepherd.
At last, after seven days, Zarathustra rais
his hand, smelt it, and found its odour pleasant. Th
had come to speak with him.
‘O Zarathustra; they said, ‘now you

will you not now get to your feet again?
‘Step out of your cave: the world awaits you fike a garden. The wind is laden with

heavy fragrance that longs for you; and all the brooks would like to run after you,
‘All things long for you, since you have been alone seven days — step out of your
cave! All things want to be your physicians!
‘Has perhaps a new knowledge come to you, 2 bitter, oppressive knowledge? You
have lain like leavened dough, your soul has risen and overflowed its brim’
‘O my animals, answered Zarathustra, ‘go on talking and let me listen! Your talk-
ing is such refreshment: where there is talking, the world is like a garden to me. How
sweet it is, that words and sounds of music exist: are words and music not rainbows

and seeming bridges between things eternally separated?

“Every soul is a wotld of its own; for every soul every other soul is

ed himself in his bed, took a rosy apple in
en his animals thought the time

have lain Like that seven days, with heavy eyes:

an afterworld.

16 Allusion to the opening of Act III of Wagnet’s opera Stegfried (1876), where Wotan wakes
Erda, the Earth Mother, only to bid her return to sleep shortly afterwards.
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284 IV THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA (1883-5) "

‘Appearance lies most beautifilly among the most alike; for the smallest gap is the

most difficult to bridge. .

‘For me — how could there be an outs
get that, when we hear music; how sweet it is, that we forget!

‘Are things not given names and musical sounds, so that man may refresh himself
with things? Speech is a beautiful foolery: with it man dances over all things.

‘How sweet is all speech and all the falsehoods of music! With music does our love
dance upon many-coloured rainbows’

‘() Zarathustra, said the animals then, ‘all things themselves dance for such as think
.as we: they come and offer their hand and laugh and flee — and return.
! ‘Everything goes, everything returns; the wheel of existence rolls for ever.
ggEv&rything dies, everything blossomns anew; the year of existenice runs on for ever.

‘Bverything breaks, everything is joined anew; the same house of existence builds

itself for ever. Bverything departs, everything meets again; the ring of existence is true

to itself for ever.
‘Existence begins in every instant; the

ide-of-me? There is no outside! But we for-

ball There rolls around every Here. The

{ middle is everywhere. The path of eternity is crooked!

‘O you buffoons and barrel-organs!’ answered Zarathustra and smiled again; ‘how

well you know what had to be fulfilled in seven days:

‘4nd how that monster crept into my throat and choked me! But I bit its head off

and spat it away.
“V&nd you — have already made a hurdy-gurdy song of it? 1, however, lie here now

L AVPRNSE R

sifl weary, fiom this biting and spitting away, stil sick with my own redemption.

‘And you looked on at it all? O my anit aléi‘aiéf_ygg,:téq!;ggpiw

be spectators _6}"@53@_2@@?@?@9‘??;91 man is the cruellest animal.
~“More than anything on carth he enjoys tragedies, bull-fights, and crucifixions; and
when he invented Hell for himself, behold, it was his heaven on earth.
“When the great man cries out, straightway the little man comes running; his tongue
is hanging from his mouth with lasciviousness. He, however, calls it his “pity”.
“The little man, especially the poet — how zealously he accuses life in words! Listen
to i¢, but do not overlook the delight that is in all accusation! o
«Such accusers of life: life overcomes them with a glance of its eye. “Do you love
me?” it says impudently; “just wait a little, I have no time for you yet” P
‘Man is the cruellest animal towards himself; and with all who call themgele_f_s__."_
“sinners” and “bearers of the Cross” and “penitents” do not overlook the senfiliﬂl"
pleasure that is in this complaint and accusation! P
‘And 1 myself — do I want to be the accuser of man? Ah, my animals, this :

have I learned, that the wickedest in man is necessary for the best in him,

“that all that is most wicked in him is his best strength and the hardest stone for.

highest creator; and that man must grow better and wickeder:
‘“To know: Man is wicked; that was to be tied to no torture-
no one had cried before:
¢Alas, that his wickedest is so very smalll Alas, that his best is so very smalll’
“The great disgust at man — if choked me and had crept into my throat: and
the prophet prophesied: “It is all one, nothing is worth while, knowledge ch
‘A long cwilight limps in front of me, a mortally-weary, death-intoxicated S

which speaks with a yawn.

stake — but I @ d 8
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swrhe man of whom you are weary, the little man, recurs_eternally” — thus my
adness yawned an [ dragged its feet and could not fall asleep.
“The human earth became to me a cave, its chest caved in, everything living became

o e human decay and bones and mouldering past,
"Mty sighs sat upon all the graves of man and_could no_longer rise; ‘my sighs and.

 gnawed and wailed by day and night:

uestions croaked and choked a
<4 pls, man recurs eternally! The litde man recurs eternallyl”
« had seen them both nsked, the greatest man and the smallest man: all too

e e e e g e

quilar To_one another, even, the greatest all too human! .

—offie greatest all too smalll — that was my disgust at man! And eternal recurrence
even for the smallest! that was my disgust at all existencel

‘Ah, disgust! Disgust! Disgust!” Thus spoke Zarathustra and sighed and shuddered;
for he remembered his sickness. But his animals would not let him speak further.

convalescent?’ — thus his animals answered him, ‘but go out o

‘Speak no further,
where the world awaits you like a garden,

‘Go out to the roses and bees and flocks of doves! But go out especially to the
song-birds, so that you may learn stuging from them!

‘For convalescents should sing; let the healthy ialk. And when the healthy man, too,
desires song, he desires other songs than the convalescent’ :

‘O you buffoons and barrel-organs, do be quiet!” answered Zarathustra and smiled
ot his animals. ‘How well you know what comfort I devised for myself in seven days!

“That 1 have to sing again — frat comfort and this convalescence did I devise for

myself do you want to make another hurdy-gurdy song out of that, too?’
‘Speak no further; his animals answered once more; ‘rather first prepare yourself a

lyre, convalescent, a new lyrel

‘For behold, O Zarathustral New lyres are needed for your new songs.

‘Sing and bubble over, O Zarathustra, heal your soul with new songs, s0 that you
may bear your great destiny, that was never yet the destiny of any man!

“For your animals well know, O Zarathustea, who you axe and must become: behold,
you are the teacher of the eternal recrrence, that is now your destiny!

~*That you have to be the first to teach This docifing —- haw
iny ot o be. your reatest inger and sicknes]

“THehold, we know what you teach: that all things recur eternally and we ourselves
with them, and that we have already existed an infinite number of times before and

all things with us.
“You teach that there is a great year of becoming,

a colossus of a year: this year .

ot TS 2 Tioti-glass, turn tielf over again and again, so that it may run.down and,

Tun OUl ANEW:
‘so that all these years resemble one another, in

. ourselves in.

est things and in the small-
Fear, in the, greatest things

est, so that we “ourselves resembl
a@.ﬁfsﬁﬂgst, .. )

‘And if you should die now, O Zarathustra: behold, we know too what you would
then say to yourself - but your animals ask you not to die yet!

“You would say — and without trembling, but rather gasping for happiness: for a
n lifted from you, most patient of menl

great weight and oppression would have bee

““Now 1 die and decay,” you would say, “and in an instant I shall be nothingness. // B
¥ l

Souls are as mortal as bodies.

should this great des- N

AT #]
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cwgut the complex of causes in which T am entangled will recur — it will create
me againl | myself am part of these causes of the cternal recurrence.

" shall return, with this sun, with, this carth, with,this eagle, with this serpent -
10t to A new life or a better life ora §in3i_lagif,cf,_
“‘I__;hall return etm‘na_lly to this _idengi_calﬁ_gn\d__ self-same life, in ¢

and in the smallest, to teach once more the eternal recurrence of all things,

fe greatest things

" ¥t speak once more the teaching of the great noontide of earth and man, to tell
man of the OQverman ornce morc. '

««] spoke my teaching, I broke upon my teaching: thus my eternal fate will have
it — as prophet do I perish!

‘“Now the hour has come when he who is going down shall bless himself. Thus
_ ends Zarathustra’s down-going”’ —

When the animals had spoken these words they fell silent and expected that
Zarathustra would say something o them: but Zarathustra did not hear that they were
silént. On the contrary, he lay still with closed eyes like a sleeper, although he was not
aileep: for he was conversing with his soul. The serpent and the eagle, however, when they
found him thus silent, respected the great stillness around him and discreetly withdrew.

Part IV

The Slecpwalker’s Song"

Meanwhile, however, one after another had gone out into the open air and the cool,
thoughtful night; but Zarathustra himself led the ugliest man by the hand, to show
him his nocturnal world and the big, round moon and the silver waterfalls beside his
cave. There at last they stood silently together, just a group of old folk, but with com-
forted, brave hearts and amazed in themselves that it was so well with them on earth;
but the mystery of the night drew nearer and nearer their hearts. And Zarathusiea
thought to himself again: ‘Oh, how well they please me now, these Higher Men! =
but he did not say it, for he respected their happiness and their silence. — ‘

Then, however, accurred the most astonishing thing in that long, astonishing d#
the ugliest man began once niore and for the last time to gurgle and snort, and whet
he at last came to the point of speech, behald, a question leaped round and pure frolt
his mouth, a good, deep, clear question, which moved the hearts of all whogeard it:

‘My assembled friends, said the ugliest man, “what do you think? For the sake @
this day — [ am content for the first time to have lived my whole life. '

‘And it is not enough that I testify orly this much. It is worth while to live
earth: one day, one festival with Zarathustra has taught me to love the earth.

«Th

17 In German: Das Nachtwandler-Lied. The translation has been modified fromt ..

Intoxicated Song” (“Das trunkne Lied”), the title used for this chapter before

Colli-Meontinari editions of the text. At this late stage in Part IV, Farathustra has gatht

around him a motley collection of followers, including “the ugliest man” {“the murdeté
: P

God™) and various “Higher Men.” They have just been celebrating “The Ass Festival




PART IV

s that — life?” 1 will say to death. “Very welll Once morel”
i say to death: “Was that —

My friends, what do yqu, th k2 Will 'you not, like me,

3 3 )

5 Por Zarathustra’s sake, ver welll Once more!’
life? arathustra’s sake, very Wel: 1

-~ Fhs spoke the ugliest man; and it was not long before midnight. And what would
hink then took place? As soon. as the Higher Men had heard his question, they
41l at once conscious of their transformation and recovery, and of who had given
ese things: then they leaped towards 7 axathustya, thanking, adoring, caressing,
Kissing his hands, each after his own fashion: so that some Jaughed, some wept. The
old prophet, however, danced with pleasure; and even if he was then full of sweet
wine, as some narrators believe, he was certainly fuller still of sweet life and had renounced
all weariness. There are even those who tell that the ass danced at that time: for not
i vain had the uglicst man given it wine to drink. This may be the case, or it may

ot dance that evening, greater and stranger

be otherwise; and if in trath the ass did n
marvels than the dancing of an ass occurred. In brief, as Zarathustra’s saying has it:

sWhat does it matter!’

You t
were
them th

2

with the ugliest man occurred, stood there

like one intoxicated: his eyes grew dim, his tongue staminered, his feet tottered. And
who could divine what thoughts then passed over 7 apathustra’s soul? But it seemed
that his soul fell back and fled before him and was in remote distances and as if *upon
a high ridge’, as it is written,

‘wandering like a heavy cloud betw
Higher Men were holding him in their arms,
restrained the adoring and anxious throng; yet he
ever, he swiftly turned his head, for he seemed to hear some
to his lips and said: ‘Contel

And at once it grew still and niyst
slowly arose the sound of a bell. Zarathus

Zarathustra, however, when this incident

een past and future! But gradually, while the
he came to himself a little and his hands
did not speak. All at once, how-
thing: then he laid a finger

erious all around; from the depths, however, there
tra listened to it, as the Higher Men did;

then he laid a finger to his lips 2 second time and said again: “Comel Comel Midnight
is coming onl and his voice had altered. But still he did not move from his place: then
it grew yet more siill and mysterious, and everything listened, even {he ass and Zarathustra’s
animals of honour, the eagle and the serpent, fikewise Zarathustra’s cave and the great,

cool moon and the night itself, Zarathustsa, however, laid his hand to his 1ips for the

third time and said:

Come! Comel Comel Let us walk now! The hour has come: let us walk into the night!

3

so I will say something in your €ars, as that

You Higher Men, midnight is coming on:
old bell says it in my €ar,
as secretly, as fearfully,
experienced niore than one man:
which has already counted your fathers’ painful heartbeats
how it dreams it laughs! the ancient, deep, deep midnight!
Soft! Softl Then many a thing can be heard which may not speak by day; but now,
in the cool air, when all the clamour of your hearts, too, has grown still,

as warmly as that midnight-bell tells it to me, which has

— ah! ah! how it sighs!

)




